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A Brief ﬁib:gi‘aphica} Sketch of -.'th_t';.:i;attg-:P-atria.l':cl.]"
His Holiness Patriarch Abunc Theophilos

His Holiness Abune Theophilos was bora
ont April 24,1910/in the vicinity of the famous
monastery of Debre Elias, Gojjam, of a dee-
Plyreligious family. His father was Are W
Ide Mariam Wube and his mother Woizero
Zertihun Adelahue. His Holipess freeived
his fundamenial education of reading and
canticles from Membir (Master) Meripeta
Redahegn and Ghira Geta Sahile in the
place of his binth durisg his early child-
hood. He Tater studied Kine { refined poetry )

and Bible intérpretation at .Debrec Elins iy -
theory and practice under . the able tuto- . .
ship of Membir Gabre Selassie,” an outs

standing. church scholar and quadified as
a “Memhir™. He has also studied cominen-
tary and interpretation of Wudasse Mariam
and Kidasse Miriam, songs in péaise of the
Virgin Mary. His Holiness later éame to
Addis :Ababa in 1920 E.C. ATEITEY and
studied the interpretation of both the MNew
Testament and the Fetha Neghest {Law of
Kings} under the expert guidance of Mo

mhir Tekle, later known as Nebure Id Takle
Haimanot, and still later better known as.

- His‘Beatitude- Abune Yobannes. His Hol-

iness has not only reaped. the fruits of spir- .

itual enlightenment but has also won nume-
 rous-cdisciples dedicated to- the service of
‘the Church through extensive teaching
This is only a cursery review of his funda-
mental eduction for there are no religious

Books that His Holiness has not read and no

Biblical interpretation which has not come
under his perusal. - . ..

' His" Holiness later received spiritual

‘guidance to make for the Monastery of

. Tekle Haimanot in Debré Libanos in 1930 -

CE.C. (1937/8) whore he was dedicated for

© When- His Imperial “Majesty,” Haile
Selassic ‘1, retwrned- to: Ethiopia in 1941
after scoring a resounding victory aver the
forees of fascism,it was' His particular wish
that the clergy should be well versed not

e to the Order of Monks in the Church.

only in traditional “Church education but
alse in modern religions thoughts, Hig
Holiness' Abune Theaphilos was one of the
twendy. Church. scholars then chosen to re-
ceive modern religious education in the
precincts of the palace by special orider of
His' Majesty the Emperor under the able
guidarice of Professor Belre Tsidk Kassa
until the cstablishment of the Theological
College of the Holy Trinity.

o dn 1935 E.COHis Holiness was appoint-

ed administrator of the Trinicy Chureh
(ow the Trinity Cathedral) by the gracious
command grd consent of the Emperor.
When the new Frinity Cathedral was in-
avgurated in 1936 E.C. {19434} and when:

the remaing of Princess Zenebe Work and. -
Princess Tsehai as well as those of the Falles:
patriols were moved into the new Cathedral,

His Holiness Abune Theophilas became
the administrator of both the new and the
old places: of weorship after being fully
decorated by His Majesty the Emperor.

Siltanat of the Trinity - Cathiedral  wh
that title was first created for its a
trator and was fully decorated.

- In 1938 E.C.His Foliness was named Like

‘Later, throngh the Grace of God and -

the efforts of the government, an asreement
was reached between the See of Alexandria
and the Ethiopian Orthodex Church under
which’ Ethiopian bishops were to be con-

secrated for the frst time. His Holiness -

Abune Theophilos was one of the five Eth-
iopian - chiirch-leaders . then elected to he

consecrated for the high office and, there-
- fore,left for Egypt on April 19, 1946; How-
cver, all -thie five' nominees had to seturn. -

-

to .Ethiopia because. of delays created by

by the then Patriarch of Alexandria, His
Holiness the [ate Abune Yossab, On Fehru-

39

www.ethiopianorthodox.org

“various factors and 1t was. not-entil July. -
25, 1948 that His Holiness: Abuné Theo-:-
philos was consecrated Bishop of Hararghie :
along with the rest of the Church leaders.




-ary 18, 1950, the Holy Synod of the Elhio-

- pian Orthedox. Church appointed him De-

puty Patriarch of the Ethioplan Orthodox

Church and the sppeintment was confirmed -

by His Haoliness the Late Abune Bassilios,
In accordance with an agreement existing
between Ethiopia and Egypt when His
Haoliness the late Abune Bassilios was come
secrafed Patriarch of Ethiopia, His Grace
Abune Theophilos became the reprosen-
tative of His Holiness Abune Yossab in
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. When
His Holiness the Late Abupe Bassiligs be-

~of Hararghie, “Thus, His
- -served the Ethiopian Orthodox Chureh for

came Patriarch of Ethiopia, His Grace
Abund. Theophilos was named Archbishop
Holiness  has

2 total of 28 years: Three vears as Me-
mbir (Master}, iwe as Like Siltanat, 12
as Bishop, and 11 as Archbishop.

His Holiness Abune Theophilos was
elected Pririarch of the Ethigpian Orthodox
Church on April 7, 1971, at the ape of 61
after serving the ancient religious institu-
tion 03 Deputy Patriarch for a total of 20
years through the Grace of God.

Scme of the Prominent Accomplishments
of His Holiness Abune Theophiles.

We give the following briel historical out-
line of the prominent achievements of His
Holiness Abune Theophilos bolh inside and
outside his counlry ever since he dadicated
his life to the service of Christ and the Fth-
iopian Orthodox Church through divine
guidance. His Holiness has won numeroes
disciples for the service of the Church as &
religious teacher.

As a leader and administrator of the
Theological College, which was opened
by special command of His Imperial Ma-
Jesty Haile Selassie I, His Heliness Abune
Theophiios has proved to be a source of
great spiritual enlightenment for the Eth-
iopian Orthedox Church. As Like Siltanat
of the Tripity Caihedral, His- Holiness
had made tremendous contributions to-
wards the development of the Ethiopizn
Orthodox Church.

The Work of the Trinity Cathedral
itself began to assume a betler form and
shape through the consummate efforis of
His Holiness. Duriog the negotiations held
by the lmperial Fibiopien {overnment
with o view to enabling the Eibiopian Or-
thodox' Church to appoint its own Senior
Bishops, -His. Holiness Abupe Theophilos
played an outstanding role by freguently
travelling (o Egypt as leader of Ethiopian
delegations  and participating in the talks.
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Through the evangelical mission per-
sonally undertaken and accomplished by
His Holiness meny thousands of people
have been bapiised and cooverted to the
Christian religion. To cite only a few ex-
amples, through a single cvangelical jou-
ey mode to Bale Governorate General
in the districts of Dodola, Serofta, Hebeno,
Kokossa, and Gatta, 24,000 followers of
Awamn and other beliefs were baptised
after being subjected to his power of religi-
ous persuasion and made members of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. In 1958
E.C. (1965/6) His Heliness established the
Evangelical Mission of the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church. As & religious leader of
the entire Fthiopian people he immedia-
tely paid visits to various places and chr-
istian jnstitutions in Addis and in the go-
vernorates genera! and established branch
offices of the Evangelical Mission with
& view to spreading the faith of the fathers,
bringing the people closer to the churchf
and determining the sumber of its follo-
wers. In addition His Holiness also establ-
ished the headquarters of the Youth Branch
of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church at the
Patriarchate and  instituted similar asso-
ciations to operate in celizboration with
various churches in the country and thereby
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opened an important avenue for the young
o grow stronger s spint by closely follo-
wing their religious traditions,” His Holiness
‘has opened traiming opportumtics {o evan-
gelists, priests, and deacons and mobilised
their force for the spiritual enlightenment
of the peopie by taking stock of the fact
fbat the Churchk has to move lorward,
in accordapee with the demands of ke
modern age. At 1he same time also, many
Young men were sen? abroad for lurther
-studies through his initiative so that they
would reap the fruits of 2 modern religious
knowledge and would thereby be in a stron-
ger position to render a more meritorous
servite to the Church.

His Holiness Abume Theophilos also
initiated .the establishment of o training
ventre for pricsis and deacons and made
the task of the renovation of old churches
possible,

His Holiness Abuns Theophilos has B
veral accomplishivents - to his credit in
the ficld of meeting the educational and
splrdtunl needs of the Ethiopian people.
Among many notable accomplishments in

His Archdiocese of Hararghie, the following
could be cited.

As the followers of the Erhiopan Or-
thodox Church were sieadily prowingHis
Huoliness helped in realizing the establishs
ment of 12 pew churches by bringing Alie
maiter 1o the attemion of His Imperial
Majesty, Haile Selassic [, and by stimulat-
ing self-help on the part of the laity.

His Holiness loupded a mhgmul as-
seinlion ¥nown as “'Kassate Berhan [Reve-
fation of Light) sull functioning in Harar
and rendering a valuable spiritual service
1o the Province, Theough funds made
availoble through denstions from the as
socistion, a publie libracy has been opened

Tlondd
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which is meeting the constant seed for
knowledge. A lerge hall, made -available
by His Majesty the Emperar when the mat-
ter was brought to His altention by His
Holincss, is now serving as a vital foram
of healthy discussions and spiritual entigh.
fenment for youth. Prominent rersonal-
ities from various felds are also invited to
apeak at the hail, Throwuph the funds peie-
rously made available to it by Mis Majesty
the Emperor the associalion has estahlished
@ printing press whose proceeds are helping
to run a primary school for orphans.

Through the praciows consent of His
Tmperial Majesty, Haile Selassic I, His
Huliness has established two schaols in the
city-of Harar and in Kuluhi which are me-
eting the temporal and spiritual needs of
youtl Special mention must be made of
the “Teachers Training Schoal for theolo-
gians which His Holiness established in
- Herar more than fifteen yearsago. Many of
" the taanhf.rs trained at this school are ren-
dering a.nmvaluahlc splIltuai service to the

In umurdanm w:th its oubward - lo-

oking - policy - of creating an atmosphere
. ofintimate - re:_Iatmns wilh . the - reast
- of; the wurId, it

Orthodox Church &t various international
_conferences -to advaum the mum of -'the.
'-ecummm] mmre::mnt. . )

ﬁm:m-dmg to its rcgulauﬂus thc World

which thousands of ddmtﬂ'm"mpm
tedevmyﬂnormmmm Wheii the

Churches met in Amsterdam 1B

mplan Orﬂmdm: Chumh to, the mnfercm

 His Holiness ias also’ attended similar :
Mﬁﬁﬁﬂtﬁa‘mﬂﬂ&cﬂumlﬂ&m 5
“held in Evanston,  U.S.AL in '1956; New

‘Dielhi, lndu, in 1961, and n Uppsala,
) Ewadm m lﬁ‘f in the same upauty.

.'::ﬂ'

. < has been gentrally.-f
' realized that thJe-Ethmpmn Otfirodox Church
~has o move forward with a confidence
based on its rich - mhgtoua tradn:mn.-In
conformity with- this progressive policy,
- His Holipess has. mpresmted the Ethiopian .

** Council of ‘Churches holds its . Assembly

" first Assembly “of - the - World - Council of - - faith of the

. establishing places of worship in thé United
' States;’ Tnmdad i

1948, His
- Holiness headed the delegation: of the Eth-

In recognition of the spiritual feader-
ship and eminence of His Holiness, the
All-African Cnnferenm of Churches elect-
ed Abunc Theophilos twiee in succession
to serve 85 one of i three Presidenis.

I 1945, when the Infernational Con-
ference of Sunday  Schools was held
Birmingham, ‘Great Britain, and, iis secre-
tarist cstablisked under ihe name of. Chr-
islisn Hduczrioti-and Sunday School, 1he
Ethtopian Orthodox Chureh vas reprasentid

at the meeting by His Helincss Abune
Thaophites.

He atended the Central Committes
mf:-cling, of the World Couneil of Churches
held in Chichester, Great Britwin, in 1955,
When thc 1.900th anniversary of the visit
of 5t. Pail to Gireece was obierved in 1958
E.C. (1935/6) with great pomp, His Ho-
liness represented the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church at the ceremony as a guest of the
Greek Orthodox Church, While there, he
paid an official visit to more than 20 his-
tarical monasteries on Mt Athos and [T
sented gilts speciaily sent by the Emperor
to the Greek Orthodox Church,

In addition, Hiz Holines has r:present—

“ed the Ethiopian Orhodox Church heaid-

ing'the. Etl:mp:an delegition at- the: Meeting . -

.-nf thc ‘Orienital Or_EImdnx Churnhcs ‘held
in ﬁddm Ababa in

5"'55 “His " ‘Holiness
pres:dm:l over ‘General’ ‘Assembly -
of the- Aii-ﬁl’ncan Confercnce of Ch'ilrr:hes__'-;
held in Aqu_]an the Ivory Coeast, in Sept.

“1969 ‘and at & ‘highly successful Central
: -Cqmmrttee Maet:l:rg of the World” Councit
L0 "Chumhts ‘held at Afm:a ‘Hall: Tron

"::.:HIS kunm ﬁhum: T]mnph:{ns_ Ims
helped immensely in the spread: of the
Ethmpimﬂﬂhndnx Church by

nd Tnb.tgu, and in Guy
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fules of election Inid down by the Churcll'

o knewn as ‘The 1971 rulezof pmr:cdure :

for the election of the Ethiopian Patriarchs’
- Ip acctrdance with these rules of procedure

'“_i:;ﬂmhbus!mps whe' had stoud as andidates

'+ fordhe office of Patriatél on Apil 7,1971
were- three if number.: These were His
Holiness Abune Theophiios; who was then

‘i these candidates was Plit: oft the Aftar ofS;

Mary's  Chureh fiom Apnl 4 to Aprdl &
where prayers were being conducted for
the clectoral process. In accordnnce with
the clection beld on Aprii- 7, 1671, His
Helinéss Abune Thegphilos was electcd Pat-
riarch with 2 overwhelming majority -
that is by wmmng 80 per cent of [ 'mtes
cast. The result of the clection was later
presepied (¢ the Emperor, approved by
him and made pubI':: R5) 'the Ethiopian peo-
pic :

The Enthrunement Ceremnny

His Holiness ﬁhunc Thtﬂphﬂtﬁ was
enthrened Patriarch of the Ethiopian: O
thodox Church on May 9, 1971 at the Trin-
ity Cathedral in the august: presence -of
His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie B
The selemnly ghitering cetemony was also
attended by members of the Imperial Fam-
ify, Drgnitaries, by rehigions leaders who
had come frem different countiiss, and

by thousands of priests and followers of ©

the Ethiopian Orthedex Church.

E&hlopm has a. lﬁDﬂ-ymr—old hlsmry
nf‘ christianity behind It. However, in all

the ﬁﬂms Fatrlarch nl' Etﬁmma and At-

._:"th:se yea:s 1! ‘was the ﬂrsl time for an
;. Ethiopian Patriarch 10° ‘b elected in this
~land of ancient christianity. That was why
‘Chureh, This was carried out through' the

closed session of the Holy Synod heginning . eeremony of the Pawiarch was unigue in
on March 25, 1971 in accordance with 1he .-

thi: pr-::gmmmc prepared foir the inaugural

character 24 befits onc of the Brsi--if not
the firsi-—couniry in the world which had
embriced christianity as a state religion

©opiowund 3400 A

In m:z:on_:ian-ce wilhk 1he programme
prcpared for, 1113 occamn His Holincss

national and church m@tumn were throng-
ing ihe space from the gate of the Trinity Ca-
thedral 1o ns entrance Lo receive His
Holingss, As His Helipess arived  al
the Cathedral, Chureh bells were pealing in
coneert throyghout the cty. - APpropriste
religious  rites  were. - being conductéd - a8
soon as His Holiness reached the Holy of
Holies, Special prayers prepared for the
weension were: then said,  Patriarchy apd
Archibishops whe had come from different
coustries. . then tonk pnrt in -1ha"'pruyr.:'
ceEEmOny,

After sa}'{ng 1he apprup-rmte pmjl'!:ra.
the Archbishops robed His Holiness in
befitting cercimonial dress. He was alto
presented with crown  and  sceplre—the
symbol of religions auihorily — and blessed
by “the assembled prefades. This  was
accompanied by chants of areligous theme
repéaled theéd times and conducted bypriests
and laymen. His Imperial Majesty Haile
Selasie [ 'theri decorated His Holiness Abune
Theophilos, Patriarch and Supreme Arch-
bishop of the Ethiopian Orthedox Church,

" with the Greal Cordon 'of King Sclomen,

His Holiness then read some religious creed..
A 17-gun salute was later fired i in’ haﬂnur
of the enthronement ceremony.

a5
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Following the reading of the Iesson from

the Bible, ‘mass was conducted by ?II:

Holiness Abune Theophiles. At the

tion of the church ceremony, His Haolinéss

granted permission of ledve to foriegn am-

bassadors who were attending the- enthron.

ment of the Patriarch. Hi

Haih&]amc 1 and His Holiness Abupe
_‘I‘heaph:lns then made ceremonial exit from

the Cathedral o the accompaniment of

lowed by .peeches defivered by leadets of
‘ton of His Holiness. His Majesty the' Ern-
peror and His Holiness also defivered ad-
dresscs, thus ‘bringing fhe ceremony to a
close arund 100 p.m. with s blessing given
By the new Patriarch, His Majesty the Em.

. - religious. institution: in &
land of an ancient history of indepenidence.

.

peror - returned to the Mational Palace
(then the Jubilee Palace) and His Holiness
the Patmiarch to his résidence in the precincts
of §t. Mary's” Church, both of them ac-
companied by a motorcade. ' '

. Thousands of people were gathored at
the Trinity Cathedral to witness the -colour-
ful enthronement ceremony of His Holiness
Abune Theophilos on Mayd, 1971, The

restoof - the population: wers . following

the ceremonies on the national “radio
which . was broadeasting the procesdings,
For those whe were looking for signs from
heaven, thers was a corona with the col-
lours of the rainbow surrounding the sun
from 15005 m. to the end of the ceremeony
to land a touch of mystery to the enthrone-
ment’ oedadion. S

. PostPatriarchal Achievements in Brief =

However, until MayD,Iﬁﬂthn y
was Dot enjoying 8 religigii Ereila of
an unfettered character. The Ethiopian
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'r::-rmudnx Chorch hemme a wh{:lly Ty
_.pﬂndﬂnt r&llgmus institution...

and Ia}'men

i\ enrhr::-nemeni '“uf b

_I-’atrmrch was Enn’ﬁrm:d ind dé'ntlj-" b}-

members of the Im peridl Farmly \
‘pritsis and laymen whe ik
in theiv thousands,. At the sade:fime:

Archbishops, and delegsites: from 16 chur-
ches were attending-ihe ceremsony. These
had-all expressed-the hope that (he “wise
leadership of s Holiness .would open
a new era of progress for che Ethiopian
Crethiodox’ Church, e accordince wirh' the
good Wishes expressed by the i oreigh guems
right t‘mm the micment Df l:us clevilion 1o
Lhe slﬁhrs of & Palnan::h e hag np-l,ne::l a

wide avere of progress before the Ethiopian
Oriliodox Church thrawgh vasions religious
sutivilies like evangelical. mission and deve-.
anmem. JForemost: among  these is the
estabhshmr:nt crf the Pamh Cuurif:ll D

Pansh Cuunml

The ]:l'.hmplan Orthodes  Church mars\
tiry AD:
During these’ lang years, the Jistitution has”

f:rst establishied i the fourth éen

been- Tendering’ o merilorions \E.pmlljut ser-:
vice toits followers made wp of Emiperors,
Princes, Dignitaries; mémbirs of the Army’

and laymen, Over the past sixteen centuries,

the Ethiopian Orthodosx Church Las bu:n__.
acting a5 the fountain of chirity; cdiieation’ -

culture, and a repository. of various
rebics of anhqmt}' However, a5 the services

that it “wis rendering were: gmrwmg in i
versity, the people at its service were ‘also”
growing innimber. This had crested gra.w:'

problems” of finance for the Church. His
Hi:-lmi.-;ss ‘Abune ‘Theophiles had not failed

to‘look-into these pernicious problems for

lhmugh_ﬂlg. i
_ joint efforts made by the Ethiopian Govern-
- ment-and the Church” itself.- thruugh Ahe
~ will of God when Fis Haliness Abune: The-
ophiles was clected Patriarch and’ Supremﬂ C
Archblshop of. E!hmp:a b'_n.r E:simpsf pnests

ot Lhi Hurglt The -
- 'mremony was attended by the Emperur

fes, o CVATIOUS [eve!s of the churehes from the
“district fovel 1o the Patriarchate are enabling

adso, -
. invited guests coming from differént parts
- of the world who had included - Patriarchs,:

 dre Al “the Service of TJIE_;E"thI:}p- dn
“Orthodox. Chistch, At the ‘same sime dlso,

the revenues . that: are being obained an

the reitglous inslitution to stand securely
n:|11 it own two feet. S:mng the Church ks
nr:r! lherefnre IhE mnd&st job that.its used

Development Pm]ects

ln his pl:rst-PaErlan:Iml vears, His Huil-
ncss, Abune . Theophilos bad been pariog.
BTMIQSL, allentmn to the guestion, of establs
|shmg variots developingny projects, This,
has ‘heen btncﬁtrmg Bath the Church and
Tl COLniry. R:gtlt ITom thn: VOTY !:H:gmmng.
His Holiness Abune Theophilos b been
explorifig wayvs and micans of supp]en‘[&nimg
the efiovts of the government in combating
hunger,-ignorance and disease by ininiaring-
vanous development projects. AL one lime,.
e bad rold jowrnalists: *The. Ethiopian
(}rthﬂdm Church would non Be limited
in‘the Tutwie only to the field of religion,
The Tthiépiin - Orthtdox Church waild |
be- also . participating in-various - develop-
ment: projects. [Lis-only. right.and. proper -
to seek. ways, and. means of . ameliorating.,

¢ the living sta!!ﬂnrd of laytmen, It i impera-,,

tive to maintain a strong national econamy,
Wi pray “that thc Almi,ghl.y auld E‘u]ﬁi
olir wishes!l"

* In ‘atcordance with this g;eneral ‘desire,
His Holingss had' at:cndcd the Cohgress
of the Warld Council ef Churches which
had riet at Upsala, in Juiy 1968, The World
Council of Churches” wa& then exploring

45_:-5
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of the Warld Council ef Churches which
had riet at Upsala, in Juiy 1968, The World
Council of Churches” wa& then exploring
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ways and means of participating in varous.
development pm_;acts In accordance with

the resolution of ‘the Cotigress,. @ national
congress was held in January 1970 under
the theme of “The Parlicipation of the
Fthiopian Orthodox Church in the Field
of Development,” As a result of that con-

gress, the Development Commission of
the. Flthiepian: Orthodax Church - was. ¢5-

tablished as an  autoRomaous msmutmn

December IWL _

Thiz Commission has been tm'i.ning_.. o
thousands of priests in the fields of develop~

menl in \rarlous institites in six arch dioces
smcn ItB i3 Eabl ishment. Ejl' mahil-
wing these trained people in all ptarl‘.s
af the coumrj.r. the Church has Bl mﬂy

heen changmg the Hife ui" pncsls but has -
been also rendm'mg mvaluabl: service 1o

the drought aﬂ‘er:tc:dpmpi:_and th-:-sc_l:x—
posed to other types of nateral disaster
by providing them with maleral assist-
anee speedily.. The evangelical mission of
the Ethiopman Orthodox Chareb s thus
constantly getting some direction. - Such
aiChristian organisation was established
by His Holiness Abune Theophilos. Heis
thus a greéat benefactor of the Church.

There is another place where the fru-
itful oitcome of ¢fforts made by His Holi-

ness Abune Theophilos comes into promin-.

ence.. This is the Handicralt Institute
established near the 5t Gabriel Church
of Gofa. There is an apostolic ediet that

those who do not ‘work should not eal.

In amrdanm mlh this dwtn& cdlct frum

ancient times priests have  been cngaged
in - various useful activities. “Thess had in-:

cluded the preparation of hﬂrchr_n:nﬁ."_fof
manuscripts, the mixing of paints, calli-

graphy. pa.tmmg ‘and. binding bnﬂks Tlm_
Ethmpmn Orthadox Church is mda}r sl

alive with thesc traditional nclwlur& in-

heritied [rom the ‘past. We must now build
the new on our. ald heritage. We must add
::a:penlr}f, we.avmg and melal-works to. what .
we alread:,r have in the field of developing -

"E. e

“gur heritage of handicraft. - This | would

“ereate. ample :mploymentnppaﬂumtles for
. pnes’ts “At the same time also the Ethiopian
. Orthadox Church too would benefit some-

thmgccmcmle from these ‘Wseful activities: It
wis becatse His Holisess Abiine Theophilos
had realized these things that he had taken

comicrete ineasures aimed at establishing

a handicraft traiming institute. These in-
stitutes are loday the foundation of develop-

under the Ethlopian Orthedox Chur::h m_ ::'mcnt in varmus churches in tha cuuutr;.r

Chantahle Inst:ltnlmns

) A cha.ritabla mﬁntutmn is ome. of_
the institutions  established by His Holi--
fness as S00n BE he- assumed the office nr
Patriarch, As. it: may. be recalled, swere
faming oecasioned: by drought had manis
fested itself in-Wollo in-1973. TIrus had. ex=. -
posed the: lives - ol millions of peupie to
death ‘through starvation. In co-operation
with olher humanitarian organizations, the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church had done every-
thing int its power then to mitigate the effects.
af the faming by contributing money to-
wards famine relief. The efforts of the Eifi-
iopian Orthodox Church was neot confined
to monetary contributions alone. Through
the initiative taken by His Holiness Abune
Theophilos;an orphanage wasestablished’
in the precinets of the Sewasew Berhan St
Paul School. The orphanage was taking
care of 50 children whao had lost their parents
as @ result of the famine in Wollo, That
institute: eventually proved to be the em-
hr:,rn of 36" orphanages wow operating in
various parls of the country. Through
funds made available to it from domestic
and foreign. sources, some 10,000 children-
Are NOW I:N:mg brought up in these chari-'
table institutions. This was achieved thro-
ugh the vision and fureslght of His Huhn:ss;
Abune Thnuph;]us - . : o

Strengthenmg angn Relaimns

" We are: !wmg today in a new age ::-i"_
closer’ ln.li:rnatiunal relations when leaders
of variogs Christian churches arc enplonng_
ways and means of forging more intimate -
contacts AMONg thmrﬁlrcligmus msnmuons. :
In accord with this noble aim,. only. six.
months. l’oliowmg His enthronment as Pat-
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“riarch, that - is in:October 1971, in accor
dance with aninvitation exlendcd to-him by
the Patriarchs of Greece, Constaniinophe
and Alexandris, His Holiness paid a two-

During his wvisit,
with the Patriarchs on matters pertaining
to eloser refations bétween Orthodox Chu-
rchies, - christian  unity, world peace, and
the establishment of true justice in the world,
He had: also held tatks en the revival of
ancicnt relations “between their churches,
Towards the beginning- of 1973, -he lhind
paid. i visit to the-United States of America
In accordance with ‘an ‘invitation” cxtended
to him by religious insiiiuilﬁns"!n"'t'hat gmaf
countey, His visit had sucnee:ded insecur-
ing varipus types of ass:stanc: or Ethlupl,a.
in the ﬁc!d of educaunn d::vciupmtn :
T.h: prescrvation of hislunca] relics.

In’ cooperation - with . the guv:mmtnt-

'HJ_SU the: Ethiopian Orthedox Church was

paying-host in 1973 to- Patriarch - Synoda-

L of Alexandiia, President Makarios, Pat-

riarch.of Cyprus, and Patriarch. Pimen: of
all ‘Russia. ‘This -had greatly strenpihened.

relations of ihe Elhmpﬂm Drlhﬂ&un w:th
its sister- Orthioder Chilrches.

. Consecration of Bishops

week-long visit l::- the concerned couniries. - 5
His Holiness beld (alks

--The Ethiopian Orthodox Chuich has
been choosing i1s own Bishops from am-
ong 115 own scholars for a long time now.
This Bas been going on since 1939, Thraugh
such acts of modernization, the Church
has been repularly developing its mission
abroad. It was thus imperative that Bis
hnps sl:u::uld be newly congecrated as the
s:tummn demands it Thus on February

Iﬂ' ISITI!, Six ‘Episcopos’ were chosen as

Bmhup& ‘I'hese 'Epmmpus Were | conse-
crated. ns Esshnps by His I—En]m:ss Abune_
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ignate) His Grace Abune Basilios and Hi
Grace Abune Fetros. B}r _1akmg thes:e cob-

n-.temal affairs by persei:utmg and impris-
oning 'His ' Holiness." The same regime had

auls |mpn5tmr:d the nﬂwl}r-nppmmed H,Lshoprs :
0 wzrhuut trial.

His Hulmess Al:rune: Thwph:los had hmlt N
the very mudem and’ blg Mekane: Hemvan_

- 5t. Gabriel Church in’ the: Geofa area” of
the city through his own - pn'.rate m.ear.s
“T'he ch _mh' wias: cnmplctcd O E.‘rcta‘ber

As o major ‘achievement during hns
'Irw.n:hal :ﬁ'.ars, the: i’.?humh m bound o

< for the new churchi:

Conclusion

In this brief cutline, we have recnuntcd
the achisvements of His Hohuess Abunn

‘-f};ﬁtmn, in’ Emngehs;m n
- 'Z;dcvtlnpment

~ ‘regime. That' is precisely
His Holiness came to an abrupt end . Like
Jesus Christ His Grace Abune Theop-
hilos was bearing alone the Cross of.
Calvary wh:ch was. a great pn:,r mdmd

Thl.‘.ﬂ-phi tas, the sccond. Pahlmh of :hF B

Furc:gn_reiatmns, in
;_Li.nd inc othcrﬁe]ds, ‘His: Holl-

iz WI Guh-ﬂc (prm']sm-

-naf-ogngxeas whmh Wag clatm:ng tu_stam:l__ : :

Thow

i o HIS Hﬂlmess in. Pnsun

What sert of life did. His Holiness
Abune Theophilos lead in prisen 7 This was
onc of the questions that we had put to
some of his close associates: while b was
under detention. The giestions were put
to his associates in ‘prison in different ‘p!am
and’ at different times: However, the ans-
wers o our giicstions hiad been similar in
cligtacter. This pﬁ:ms beyund any shadow
of doubt that the account’ prnﬂded ‘to s
with regard to the Tife of His Holincss Abune

'I‘hccrphllns in- prss::-n was mrrcct and tru-'

" His Hulmtss Abun: Thcuph.tlus was_

first taken to the National Palace—form-
erly the Jubllee. According to those p_f his
close associates who had known him in
prisen, -accounts: of the - brief - ime . Hig

Holiness had- spant ﬂmre were a.!su sjm-:
ilar in nature, - 880 0P P88 T 50 ook §
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in the cvenmg ol’ Februar;r 1? 19?5
HEE Heliness Abune Theophilos, was taken
1o the Mational Palace Jrom his. residence
nn the grounds that. he was wanted  there.
As soon as he _l_:_ad reached his destination
he was. scized and detained. There he. was
put un&cr Sulntarymnﬁlmmmi inan annex
of the Mational Palace reserved for Com-
mander Eskindir,. Desta, a gnmdsnn nf
Empeor Haile Stta.ssm

& Amnrﬁmg to one of our informants
who was aclose asmc:ate of His Holiness,
one afternoon some power drew the curtain
to one side and shouted to him in 2 stento-
rian: voice: ‘“What are you deoing here 7
Why don't you get out?: Leave this place
and.-go: east.’ He immediately obeyved: the
voice, was robed in hisEthiopian costume
and walked out ameong: the palase: gli&rdx
Although one of the guards had shouted to
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hinti: Whio ire you? Whithier aré yol headed
for Mhe didn't-answer:a word; Actording
to: the accounts:provided by -his close as-
sociates in prison,. aside from: asking - the
questions, members of ﬂ'u: palao: guards
d.tdil"l trﬁuhlt hu:n a.l a]l

i ﬁs mun as h= lml Il:‘ﬁ. !hr. Nauunal
Palace, his immediate plan was 1o head for
_tl_w__é.&ebot Mnnastepr He had also thought

Y. Howcr

of going to the ﬂl‘&&k Embas
sines his lh.ufri olan “was f6 head for the
‘Monastery of- Ascbot, hig initia) idea was
‘to'go to: the: St..Gabriel Church of Gofa
in: Addis:Ababa- 10 make - prehmmar:.r
g:eparatmna for the great journey.:.

*Because h: was p:m&mg o the St
Gabm:{ Church of Gofa on foat, he was
- fiest inG trowble as a result ol l-:usmg his
‘way: It was pround 700 p.m e the evening
‘when he finally reached his destination: And,
as it had, been stated in the  Bible, the

pen-cm whom_he. had fed and
bmu;ght up’ eventually delivered him to
his enemics by telling them the 4ddress of
the fugitive by lelephone. [{was én Satirday
at11:00 am, the foliowing moming. Several
Aroops. arnived al-the place where he: was
staying and took him to the Grand Pala::e
after brutal trentment in their hands. He
tt‘md reached there . 'mthmu nhoes on his
- S

Gnm he. wa# I‘.nken 1+ lhl: Grand
Palace, his hands. and feot were in_chains-
being, in fact, chained to his bed in sciitary
‘confinement. 1t wis only whed he was being
raken totodet that his feet and bands were
unchained. . Four days later, he was freed
from his chaimns and tzken to ward 1 of the
Grand Palsce Prison where high-ranking
gnwmmcnt OmCIIﬂS wcre I:H:ing dﬂamcd

. Fmrn the da:-' that he wass sclze;d al
ihc_ St: Gabriel Church of Qofa, he did not
eal enything for a total-of forty days. Aside
Aromn occasionaily . dipping his fingers in
~water and wetting his parched lips, he didn’t
seventake liquid food. Some priscders had,
cof-course;, made: the: allegation that His
~Holiness was taking orange juice. This was,
howeves, vigorously. denied by -his close
.#ssociates and friends. who had known him
intimately. Al. the: beginning,. no doubt,
: food was bélng taken to his-prison. eell

hid made the s
“Haliniess, -

I'ilm ma.ngf." juice

Thmcwhnhudtnmhimdunngthm
da}ls -of physical ‘déprivation, pay ample
tribute to his spiritnal endurance” which
was bordering on the miraculous; He way
saying-his prayers, reading the:Bible and
conducting . spiritusl, communion “with -his
close friends, in prison during those dark
days. of irial. and tribulation o ward off
boredom. His: Holiness didn't cnhlbl! any
signs. of physical weakness. .

 Highranking officiats bf_ihé_ Derg-
(e Col. Zeleke Beyens and Col. Danfel
‘were visiting Him from time to time fo per-
gidde him (o take food. "However, he was
not willing to take food. From his detention
tn Eastcr, he was cm 2 hungcr strl'lc:

. l-iuwem, tldcrl'_ur Drisohers - ]llﬂ: Batu
woded - Zewde Gabre-Heiwot, [ejazmatch
Harcpol Abay and other bigh-ranking of-
ficials. of the Haile Selassei Government
begged His. Holiness on Easter. Monday
to take food. Itowas then that His Holiness
acceded m the requcst of thr. clders. and
tasicd foud after forty da:.rs al.' Ecil'vlmp-usud
['ustmg

Az 1t m:t;.r be' recalled, the Dcrg Wit
givifig an alfowance of Iﬁﬂﬂﬂ Birra month
to the Tamilies of pnmn-.-.:s to g0 towards
the Téeding of thosﬂ incarcérated, The Derg
same gestur-r: “towards His
“Haovwever,  Abune  Theophilos
refused to recéive the money. His reply was
that just ak Ke had begged to finance his
eduecation when Jiewas a Churcle stedent,
he was willing 1o Yive through the getiero-
sity of the public if peaple weré willing Lo

i mnd l:um eriimbs ul‘ bread Wnth the words:

oy dnnt wang your ‘miomey”, fig had refused

RC3 rmcrw Enythmg fmm ﬂme Dﬂrg.

He was asked what it was lhat he im!:
actually wanted; “This'is what hie had - s:_;_ui
“There 15 nothing Twant from you! If there
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‘was something I want, it is for you to detain

- monastery. If possible, take me to
I:h_¢ ﬁse.i:ot Mmmatcry If thisis, nut p-uamhln.
take me to any other munns:tery‘ This is
what he was telling the hlgh«ra.nhng Derg
~officials: who were occasionally wsmngh:m
Huwew.r -the, brutal Derg rcgnm did not
meet - his . dem,an& .

=~ What.is: p-erhaps \rer;l.r hornfj.rmg o
tecount is the terture inficted upon bim by
one Major Sime, ‘a- man in charge of the
palace guards. Nobody knoiws exact!ly whal
the ‘mission of the Major was. However,
the acts of cruclty inflicted by that man” vpan
His Holiness proves bey:)nd any grain of
douht that he had some mission to fulfil

Tht Major used to_simmon His Hol-
tm:ss to his presence am:l say. the fcllnwmg
_wurds to him: ‘Smm your name is Ahba
_N'[Eh'ktu sign_ here under that name. It
is either you or mc whn has t l:.‘ﬂ]_.'_lt_!nllf.‘:
living in this country,” He used to intimidate
His Holiness in these words, However, the
morad and spiritual fortitede of His. Hol-
incss had enabléd him o withstand all these
ithreats and intimidations. He used to gddress
“his:tormentor in-the following words: .

0 am Abune Theophifos and ot Abba
fMthklu ‘Abba Melikta wns' my “priestly
‘name before | had become a Bishop. No
matter what you do to me, therefore, |
Jwould mot sign anylhing under the name
af Ahim Mehktu HGWE'-.':r, th: Mauor
was, 50 mhum:m lhal h& lm}k awa:.' Frcm
__ﬁbune Then:rp]ulus 1I1 fu!E wview af uth:r prl—
_._ED!IE[S, the go]den crﬂss thnt Empernr Haile
had. prusentcd T h.l:rn when His' H::-Imes.;
_b-:caml: Fatna.rch A pictum “of the Cruci-
_ﬁxmn whtch WHS ]mngmg I hts pnsnn m!ll
Was stn‘u[ar]}' taken _away. by the Ma_mr
it is saddenmg 1o note that such eruelties
could be committed agamst a Holy Father.
Such calluus acts dﬂprwe man of hls haﬂc
g rlghts iT. was with. that cmss that Hls Hul-
iness was, hcalmg the sml: comﬁ:-rtmg those
who had lost hope and conducting other
- church. rituals. Anybody who carries out
such 8 df.pra‘m:l act- must be nppmanhmg
. the l:l-rmk of he]l.AIl;]mugh uo'budy knows
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when exactly: tlm rhuppmnd, it 15 said
that . the - majnr was eventually killed “by
the same Derg that had- mmie him tlw m»
strument of it h‘.l'l.'l.lﬂ]l!jl', :

*Another aspect of the. :nca:c:rmwn -af
His Holiness concerns his moral and spir-

itual fortitude. As a spiritual -father, His
Holiness passed most af hus time in prayer
arlr.t fashug, 'H’l: shows no. s:gns “of being
urad ‘He was praymg 1'.11: whale mght He
wis a.lwa}'s mndu:rung services for the prls-
oners twice a day, at 7:002.m in the morning
and at §:00 a.m in'the evening. Unless he was
sick, His'Holiness was always atiénding the
services. Sometimes be was also  comforting
‘the pnsuners Mass was being conducted
every Sunday. His Holiness was condueting

-mass with the assistance of Nebureid Ermias.

Pruring the lenten ssason, hnmm, EVETY
thing dppropriaie to the oceasion is done.
Aocnrdmg to the prisoners, many of the
1|1mates who "had the love of refigion decp
in theis hﬂnrts wWere. pursuing theologicul

.J:du::atmn enahtmg them o be . deciared

deacons who were ofﬁclatmg dutmg, ‘the

'-Sprniuﬁ.l o remumes

K __His._l-ln]mess; had cu[tivatéd'- friend-
ship with some priseners outside the reli-
gious services. For the rest, however, he

‘was-abways deeply’ engrossed i his Beoks.

Besides bmng fluent in Engl:sh Tid wils also
ﬁtud}'mg ﬁuahlc and Fl'ench As f'ar :13 m‘a-

hicas cunn:rncd he was bemg laught the
Jappuage by Ato. Minase, former: banker

whﬂ lind r.tudltd in- Egjrpt

me what we have been ahle tu -
dﬁ:stand [‘mm his close friends in prison,

- His Hobiness was a humble and truthiu

spiritual father. He wsed toimplore the pris-
oners Lo forgive him if he had ever wronged
Athem knowingly or unknowingly, He had

“there by removed the possible fog of any
misunderstanding. This is in sccordance
_ with. the Christian example of forgiveness:
- My God forgive the sins that . you' had

knowingly or. unknnmngly mmmnttad"

The cdu:ms of this artic e: were apprua—
ching the prisoners who had closcly known

-His_ Holiness Abune Theophilas to collect

www.ethiopianorthodox.org




materials for this brief account of his life
in his cell. Following is a brief outline of
the life of Hls Hﬂim:ﬂ, au:mdmg to this
nmmmi.

F]'am ﬁlttlmb h:wa.s ﬂ:mngtsn
m—:mk. some’ p:ﬂpll: had ‘been always con-

- ducting unfavourable propaganda campaign-
“against him. This was aimed at nullifying

the c.‘untnhutluns that hie bad made towards

the progresss and development of the Eth--
iopian  Orthodox Church both st home

and abroad. It is to be recalled that His
Holiness had done more than most among
his peers to make the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church self-sufficient and modern in chara-

cter. Since education:always holds the key

to- prngrcss, he had sent many Ethiopians
a!:mﬂ:i forfurther * ecclesiastical training,
His' H:;-lm:ss ‘had be- theret‘ure nnung
with sadness. whﬂc he was in prison that’
some people had depicted him as a sectarian
who. was_driven by [aveuritism. If all ar-
chbishops in particular had shown solida.
rity with him, things would not have taken
the course’ th;at they had done. What His
Holiness had intended to mean by this was

that the Archbishops should have opposed

the Derg. bjf shnmng 2 sense of Sﬂ]ldﬂﬂt}’
with him. -

The tactic adopted b}r the Dm‘g—anc
arding to-His Holiness—was to. grganize
his personal enemies under the banner of
2 *Church Self- Renewal Commissien” for
removing him from the patriarchate and
thus weakening the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church, That was the mll—knawn tactic
of divide and rule: -

Following the death of Empcmr Haﬂr.
Selassic, Hiz Holiness Abunc Thﬂuplulﬂs
accompanied by two Archbishops; had gone
to the Grand Palace and ‘asked Mcng:stu
Haite-Mariam for the body of the sovéreign
to be made available for prayer and honout-
able burial However, after waiting for.a reply
for some three hours the request was refused,

As for his own futisre, according to the
accounts provided by the prisoners, His
Heliness had realized through o dream that
his life was bricf. He had evén forescen his

mmurdm'bythcﬂugfrmwhlthni
had “tofd his intimate friends in prison. He -

had also’ prophesicd that the Derg llsdf.
was’ o be shm1-lwcd mglme

} Hls Hulmm's pmnn h!b was smm'ual
in character. Hu: was” pasmng most of his
time in prayer. Bafme e was taken from
prison’ for. mtlm ‘on July M 1979 he
had known that he was going to. be killed,
He had therefore made a]lsa;vjnu.mlfgre-
parations for the day - :hmgﬁ' he. inter.
m:dlar;,r ut‘ Neb‘ﬂrcld : Ermias, -

Holiness took the Holy communion. The =
aﬂmmiﬁhﬂmufﬂ!.ccucﬁaﬂstmcm—:- :
ducted on Easter Snnda:.r of 1979. He was =
thug pmparcd*m meet his death i ina spirit
of Chnshan fm'l:tude ‘Hls Ho]mm Al:-ut:n

Tl:enph'hs was murdered cmlI:.r ‘at the
fnrmcr residence of Prince Amt: Kassa :
on July 14, 1979, . :

- ‘This was mnducmd in L'h: f'-uﬂorwmg-
manner. Al prisoners were told fo be in-
their’ c:e.lis at 1:00 poy on July 10, 1979,
Tschafe Taazaz Teferra_ Work and At
Seifu Mahterie Selassie were immediatly
taken away on the. grouuds that they were
wanted.. However, no - prisoner had sus-
pected that they were to be executed:’ What
the prisoners had thought was that perhaps
their refatives bad died. When asked the
following morning what ha-_:l__happnncd to
the two men, the answer given was that
they were transferred tu a more ngoruus
secutity prison.

- Agein on July 12, 1979, at _'a. similar
time, Ato Yeohannes Kidane Mariam, Ato.
Abebe -Kcbede, and Ato Assefa Defave
were taken away. They were asked to carry
a l:lsmkct and some soft pap:r ‘with them.

Mt was. thnn t!:l.at the remmmug mmat&s:
came to know that the prisoners were being:
taken away for the purpose. -of executio:
This began to create great panic’ m pris
Everybody then knew that’ :hcy Wer. gumg._
to die—and thersfnre began tn prrzpam'
their confessions. - o Fe

No prisoner was taken away the Folla:
wing Friday, Iuly 13 t}n Sntu:day Euly 14,_
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g Hﬁimms ﬁi}unﬁ"l‘heopﬁiios fm.e ti
his' cell and ssid his nrave 0

o i'l!h“‘ﬁ‘-cltmastmm ‘b
ﬁbﬂaham Wurhne,H and

#en nﬂﬁi-", . r,!
of” mankmd":s t:haract;r;ze:d by changes of
good ‘and ‘bad times. The recent” history

of Ethiopia clearly confirms-this fatts - Ther
good time from 1941501974 had: given way
to the dark age of the, Derg.. 1 this dark-
tnmeqmte ARy, brutal acts had been: come..

away-under cover of darkness.
Ethmpmn.s whe fell victim:to this mepciless

timewas His. Holiness. Abune: Theophnius.;
pla‘_ e

C AR wune&sed by those prlsum:[s w!:.o"
by chance'escaped death, His Hobness was:
taken out of theprison-on- July. 14,1979 and’
never:returned - back. Althowgh. these.. eye-.
witnesses saw when he was taken oul.of.

the second Fartﬂrch of Eﬂl

prison, they never knew where he was
taken, how he was urdered, and whire he

wa's buricd: - Therefore; to his family, - the:
people of Ethiopia, his friends all over:the.
world, and.advocates.of human.righs the.
‘where: abouts of hhum: Theuphﬂuslmma 3
t was

ined a ‘miystery for a long time
made’a mystery because he wais unjustiv and

hrul,a.l]jr ‘murdersd Cwhile he commitied no.

crimié- that  desgrved:
im‘-"a ﬁlcmt dhiﬂl Lt

.....

even Im;:munmam,

long hidden secrets.
of the Derg unwillingly gave way tu lht new
Ilght ul“ dﬂmDBTEJij aIl the smrm uf thq:
bmtal Dcrg were uncovered.,

£

Samuel and Abiipe ’l'h-aop fli:fs_‘mrét'oiﬂ to
leave: by- mrr;,rmg @ blank:t ﬂnd S0 s-:ufl_

th-é' “Colintry Wwere S]aughfered :md‘thmvm:-'
‘Oneof such’

Neverth!ess, tm:u.‘: has .unm'.-'e d .thp:
When that dark period

T .-‘u'é".‘:"; (vH

o o
Tigi o e ""‘:‘J 'l‘.l:.

R u?l.'\-

Frum-them on II"Dde]I' had-lmﬁwn what:
had j:mppenad to, 1—1:5 Holiness for 13 years.

= mw;he':-
Ii was. ﬂt.tuugh

W s
e madv:‘bcgmnmg July lwtga as soon as the
Transitibeal Government Charlér was sig
ned - Thetstarch campaien was first stated”
by:hishrathes Ato Aberra Jemberie Woube:
and “the Goda : SiGabriel. .church . clergy .
and: the faithful : following 1 their foot steps,
all: EDC fotlowers. in Addis Ababa voiced
their demands. jl]fouliowcrs itt ﬂthur parta
of “the” couniry démonstrated “in’ support
of the damand. ~ On the basis of this mass’
movement, the demand was put berafe the
Holy Synod and the Transitional .Govern-
l!'.I.'EIt[

...... 'H'u: ﬁrst rcax:nuu m iius wndci:.r spraa&-f
mg search, campaign came from a physician,
named Ato Kena who Ertew the heart of the’
matter, This man d*sclﬁsed. io journalisks
of Radio Fihiopia oo August ‘13, 1991 that’
the Patriarch was cbrutally smuardered and:
hurmd together with other - prisoners. in the:
premises of the residence of -Ras. - Asratc,
Kasma in ﬁdd].s Abn];m

28 _Fq_::ﬂmqng this dac:la:atmn arl& amrd—
ingto the demand put 1o it, the Hely Syned
appoinied Archbishop Ahtlne Rarnibas (o
take care of the matter. The Archbishop:
soon set up A committes and enbanced the
quest. UATtEr ononthes S of heart-rending
eampaipn, withithe support of -the: govern-.
ment the grave was Found at Ras Kassa's re-
sidence just as told b}rthu phj'smlsm o

'E‘he Site- now - discovered, . ﬂm secand,
trying’ “task was to dig the grave: [Open.:
After three duys of restless labour theireffort’
at last paid off. On April 30, 1992 sharp
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 at #:00-P.M.  His Holiness's skeleton
_was found lying with its face downwards.
* Together with the skeleton were found the
silk-like ‘dress, the -sandals and the cap
_whlch he had pu!. on-when he was murdered.

Aﬂmrdmg o the dﬂmpuun aiven by'

':m eye-witness the manner of the death
was indeed harsh. ~He was strangled to
Cdeath by .n sguad of specially trained
“‘commandoes. Another group of command-
oes carried his body to another groug’ whio
buried him in the grave dug deep down Like

a tremeh just at . lh-: botiom of the fence.

“The skx:!emn lhus rcmmad was put

in a coflin on May 1, 1992 in the présence of

- Archbizhops, povernment officials, church

* officials, and theusands of people, The coffin

was then carned by Archbishops into a

spemal car amid the wailings of a large
aumber of mosrners,

After the eoffin was placed in the car,
the vice chairman of the Search Committes,

Ato Sewasew Aweke, gave a short speech
in which he thanked the EPDRF and the .. =
Tr;mmtmnal Government ‘for ‘the helping
hand they externed to the commiltee to unra- o g
avel the Mystery of His Moliness's whzm-..
&hl:lut!: in addition, he said that the dis
w:r}' of his body not only pleased his rclat _
ves but dlso world church leaders and the
peace loving  people of the world. He
concluded by saying, “our happiness has a
wiortd-wide scope.™

At last, the car carrving His Holiness's
pody, followed by Archbishops, government’
delegates, refatives and thousands of the fait-
hful, moved to 81, Mary Church where the
body was laid lemporarily.
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